Today’s news, today

Politics
(P/1) An unnamed source at ČSSD’s
Prague headquarters said that 25% of local
chapters have voted in the referendum so
far and that 59.5% of individual members
are in favor of entering a coalition with ANO.
The source said that the gap is widening
in favor of joining the government and that
it will be difficult for the outcome to be reversed. The turnout is more than 50%. MP
Ondřej Veselý of ČSSD was critical of the
leak, saying that he had expected the results to be announced all at once. He also
said that if the referendum passes, he will
respect the decision when the confidence
vote is taken but that he fears that the question of whether to enter the government will
cause another split within ČSSD.
*
(HN/4) Chair Tomáš Svoboda of ČSSD’s
regional Karlovy Vary organization said that
many local members do not like the fact that
Babiš has been charged with a crime but
is still the PM, whereas three of their colleagues have had their ČSSD membership
suspended, as required under the statutes,
because they were charged with regard to
the Northwest Regional Operational Program. It is no surprise that many members
of ČSSD therefore oppose entering a government with Babiš, Svoboda said.
*
(HN/3) An unofficial version of an annual
report by the interior ministry on extremism
states that comments by representatives of
SPD are in some cases more radical than
comments by representatives of traditional
right-wing extremist parties. HN said that
this is the most emphatic warning so far by
the state against SPD and puts the government in the position of relying on SPD for
votes and at the same time criticizing it.
Babiš declined to comment until he sees
the interior ministry’s report. (P/2) Aktuálně.
cz said that Interior Min. Lubomír Metnar is
intentionally delaying submitting the report
to the cabinet because of the negative evaluation in it of SPD, so that ANO does not
close the door to possible collaboration with
SPD if the negotiations with ČSSD collapse.
Metnar denied that he is holding it back.
*
(MFD/2) Sources within ANO told MFD that
Babiš has identified Interior Min. Lubomír
Metnar as a possible replacement for Karla
Šlechtová as defense minister. Metnar said
he has heard this too but does not have any
offer so far. Less likely, MFD said, is that
Jan Beroun will become the minister. Metnar has good relations with Martin Nejedlý.
*
(LN/2) LN said that some ODS politicians
are defecting to ANO prior to the municipal
elections. LN gave four examples.
*
(P/7) Amb. to Nato Jiří Šedivý and colleague
Jan Jireš wrote that when Czech soldiers
join the Enhanced Forward Presence mission in Lithuania and Latvia this summer,
there will be 19 Nato countries represented
in the Baltics. A U.N. Security Council resolution does not apply in this case, they said,
because the Nato soldiers are acting on
a request of these countries and in accordance with Nato commitments. Attempts to
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create normals relations with Russia were
in vain, they added, but Nato is refusing to
play Russia’s game of escalating tensions
and is offering the chance to return to the
cooperation that existed before.
*
Business
(HN/17) PPF’s Home Credit Group lost
€88m in China in the first quarter of 2018,
due to tighter lending rules. Its new lending
in China fell y/y by 11.6%. Home Credit’s
overall loss in Q1 was €31m. It did well in
Russia, Vietnam and Kazakhstan.
*
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*
(P/21) Household debt rose y/y by 8.7% in
the first quarter of this year, to Kč 2.18 trillion, according to the Bank and Nonbank
Registry of Client Information. The number
of debtors did not change over the period,
whereas the long-term debt per person rose
by 9% and the short-term debt by 8%. Atrisk debt fell by 10.9%, to Kč 36.6bn. (HN/3)
CNB figures put household debt at the end
of March at Kč 1.55 trillion, up y/y by 7.6%.
*
(HN/3) The Czech Banking Association said
that a proposed ban on advertisements for
easy loans by banks and non-bank lenders
is superfluous, because the lending market
is already regulated enough. It would hurt
the very consumers it is meant to help, Exec.
Dir. Pavel Štěpánek of the Association said.
The Communists have not yet sought support from other parties for their proposal.
*
(E15/8) The parent banks of ČSOB, Česká
spořitelna, UniCredit and Raiffeisenbank increased their deposits in their Czech units
by Kč 370.9bn last year, to Kč 782.6bn. This
allowed the parent banks to profit from the
high 0.75% interest rate paid by the CNB.
*
(HN/5) MPs gave first-reading approval
yesterday to a labor-code amendment
from ČSSD for reinstating 60% sick pay for
the first three days of illness. Those voting
against it included ODS, TOP 09 and half
of KDU. The bill also calls for lowering the
sickness-insurance tax of employers and
the self-employed by 0.2 percentage points,
at a cost to the budget of Kč 2.6bn/year.
*
(P/21) MEP Martina Dlabajová of ANO said
that the biggest problem of a bill passed this
week by the EU Parliament for amending
the directive on posting workers abroad is
the time restriction placed on workers. Posting may last only 12 months, with the possibility of a six-month extension. Beyond that,
the worker will be considered a domestic
worker. The employer will also be required
to cover the travel, food and lodging costs.
ČMKOS labor leader Josef Středula welcomed the vote. This is the first time the EU
has adopted the principle of equal pay for
equal work in the same place, he said. It is a
huge signal, he said, because it shows that
the social aspect - and not just economic issues - will be important for the EU’s future.
*
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(LN/13) Financial Arbiter Monika Nedelková
said that about 500 people have filed life-insurance complaints with her office through
a lawyer. In many cases, she said, the insurer has wanted to settle but the client representative wanted payment. Lawyers have
taken people hostage, she said.
*
(HN/2) The Czech cigarette market fell last
year by 0.6%, to 20.3bn cigarettes. Net
profit at Philip Morris ČR rose y/y by 25.9%,
to Kč 3.5bn, which it attributed to favorable
price development. (MFD/1) Also, Health
Min. Adam Vojtěch said that he does not
want to amend the antismoking law now but
that banning smoking in a car with children
is something to consider in the future.
*
(HN/14) EPH’s EP Energy reported Q1 ebitda of Kč 3bn, down 17%, on 4.2% lower revenue of Kč 13.4bn.... Bosch reported Czech
revenue for last year of €1.97bn, up 5.3%,
and of €836m when exports are excluded,
up 6.4%. (HN/17) KMV won Hungarian antitrust approval to acquire PepsiCo’s local
assets.... VW Chair Herbert Diess became
sup. board chair of Škoda Auto, succeeding
Frank Witter.... Bouygues’s VCES builders
swung last year to a Kč 2.2m profit, on 50%
higher revenue of Kč 2.95bn. (P/8) Roman
Janoušek filed a complaint with Prague Superior Court against the rejection of his motion to forgive his prison sentence. (HN/5)
Four ČVUT students won a new international contest by designing a robot that
cleans up construction sites.... U.S. journalist Seymour Hersh will appear at the Prague
Writers’ Festival in Oct. (HN/3) The Senate
hosted a commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Pittsburgh Agreement.
*
Society
(P/10) Health Min. Adam Vojtěch said that
extraordinarily obese patients (those weighing more than 200kg) could be treated in
just two hospitals. Hundreds of millions of
crowns are needed for outfitting facilities
with the necessary equipment. Firefighters
often help transport such patients.
*
(MFD/9) According to the betting agencies,
the chances are twice as great that Miroslav
Poche of ČSSD will not become the Czech
foreign minister than that he will.
Published by 9 a.m. Mon-Fri except national holidays by E.S. Best s.r.o., Ovenecká
78/33, 170 00 Prague 7, Czech Republic.
Tel. 420 224 221 580 info@fleet.cz Unauthorized use or copy prohibited. © 2018
MK ČR E 6106 MIČ 46593 ISSN 1210-5279 89Kč www.fleet.cz

