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DR. MASARYX.
Eyewitnesses of the impressive pa-
‘rade of Czech, Slovak, Jugoslav, Po-
lish, and Russian socictics which
passed in review on Saturday night
before the balcony where stood
THOMAS G. Masaryk, head of the Pro-
visional Government of the Czecho-
siovak revolution, might have per-
celved that the distinguished states-
man and scholar who {8 now visiting
the men and women of his race in
this country was something more than
the leader of a single nationallity.
Those who from the galleries of Car-
negicHallshouted * Long live our first
President! " expressed what is rather
more than a probability, if the defeat
of the Central Powers Is as sweeping
as Is hoped; but in the demonstrations
of half a dozen Slav races for the
leader of onc It was possible to recog-
nize MaSARYR as the emblem of the
new Slavie spirit.

"The old Pan Slavism, which, desplte
the collaboration of many honorable
and sincere men of liberal tendencies,
served in effect little but the interests
of the Romanoff dynasty and impe-
rialistic Russia, dled with the passing
of that dynasty and the collapse of
that Russia. Yet these times which
see Rugsia fallen from her high cstate
have secen also the coming together
of the westérnmost Slav nations, the
Czechoslovaks, the Jugoslavs, and
the T'oles, who have found a basis
for alliance not only in Kindred blood
and kindred culture, but in their iden-
tical demands for national unity and
freedom from Hapsburg and Hohen-
zollern. The western Slav nations,
those who have been most affected by
Latin culture, who have had to main-
tain their national individuality by
hard struggle against heavy odds,
have basced their democracy in educa-
tion and in the cultivation of an in-
telligent patriotism. So while Russia,
endowed suddenly with a complete 1ib- !
erty for which her people were un-;
Pprepared, stumbles and falls in the?
cluteh of the German, the western
Slavs are only the more determingd, |

’the more bitterly opposed to alien
3dom1natlon, the more firmly resolved
to end German rule by complete vic-
tory in this war. And Russia, trying
hard to be democratic, is looking to
the westward to get new inspiration
from the spirit of the Slav races who
zre fighting for freedom and who
Lnow what to do with it.

Itis this sort of Slavic consciousness,
a Pan Slavism, if it be that, which
s no imperlalistic ambitions, no de-
«Ire to Interfere with other nations,
that is rchresented by JMassRYK; for
Bohemia has led the other nations in
the fight against the Germans, and
MasaRYK is the leader of Bohemia.
Dr. NICHOLAS MUERaY BCTLER com-
pared him, not without reason, to,
Mazzini and VEN1zELOS; and the mes- |
sage which le gave to New York;
might have been spoken by elther of;
them. * Democracy is political truth "
—this is the utterance of a man whose
faith is democracy and who is seeing
1t work out in practice among his
people.  His demand for liberly was
not for the Czechoslovaks alone, but ‘
for all the muititude of peoples in
Ilastern urope who have been given
over to the Germans by Russia's down-
fall, ;

In the face of this position of the
westernmost and most cultured Slav
nations, now taking the lead of their
race frem fallen Russia, what becomes
of the Slav peril which was such a
terror to the Germans at the begin-
ning of the war? The only peril left,
from' the German polnt of view, is
this—that the Slavs may win the right
to rule themsclves instead of being
ruled by Germans.




